PROLOGUE

whose star nineteen years ago the first Nazi formations were born,
nor his constant messages to the Kremlin, have yet obtained for
Hitler the coveted military collaboration of the Soviet, The
development of commercial relations between both countries has
not succeeded in counteracting the effects of the blockade. Nor
is it at all certain that the new friendship will flourish in conditions
of ideal harmony. Every movement of the Soviet Union since the
appearance of her troops on Polish territory gives grounds for
anxiety in the strategic sphere. Her interest in ensuring that the
fortresses and harbours of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania shall
be placed at her disposal, and in utilizing the agreement with the
last-named country in order to construct a species of Maginot
Line between Lithuania and East Prussia, is significant of her
attitude towards Germany.

Over a long term of years Hitler will not find a certain ally in
the Soviet Union. Still less will he be able to do so if London and
Paris diplomacy learns how to avoid a repetition of former
mistakes. In this respect Mr. Winston Ghurchiirs speech of
October ist, 1939, will go down to posterity as a masterpiece of
dear vision, self-control and intelligent realism. The task of
bringing back Russia to the Anglo-French front is worthy of the
greatest effort and persistence.

, In speaking of Russia, it is essential to point out that the foreign
policy of the Spanish Republic is in no way affected in retrospect
by the Russo-German Non-Aggression Pact. The foreign policy
of the Republic .was at no time linked with that of the Soviet
Union, and the assistance and support which the latter gave
during the Spanish War was not aimed at achieving a political
solidarity between the two countries, but was born of the Soviet
Union's desire to prevent a hostile force, able to render the
French-Russian Pact practically valueless as a safeguard for the
Soviet Union, from massing on France's third frontier. On the
other hand, the Russo-German Pact has destroyed the very
foundations of what was supposed to be the rebel foreign policy,
the authors of which had unreservedly identified themselves with
the Italo-German anti-Communist crusade, declaring their basic
aim to be the prevention of Communism in Spain.

[9]